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The weekly Shmooze News is dedicated by: 

 Jack and Susan Gluck in memory of Milton & Edith Gluck z"l and Nicholas Brecher z”l; 

 Stuart Harris in honor of  Penny Harris; and  

Aaron  and  Susan Weinberg in memory of Jack & Helen Weinberg z"l  

and Morris & Nellie Fischer z"l. 
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9580 Abbott Ave., Surfside, Fl 33154 
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SHMOOZE NEWS – Parshas Miketz December 12, 2015 
Rabbi Moshe Gruenstein 

President Aaron Weinberg  

 Shabbos  

Candle Lighting 5:12PM 

Mincha/Kabbalas 
Shabbos 

5:15PM 

Daf Yomi                          8:00AM 

Talmud Sotah 8:15AM 

Hashkama 
Minyan 

7:15AM 

Shacharis                        9:00AM 

Shiur 4:15PM 

Mincha                  5:00PM 

Havdalah                           6:15PM 

Weekday 

Shacharis 

Sun 8:00AM  

Mon- Friday 7:00 AM     

Mincha 

Sun-Thur 5:20 PM 

 

 Shabbos Chanukah / Rosh Chodesh Teves  

Sunday, Second Day Rosh Chodesh 

  ענה את שלום פרעהייען יוסף את פרעה לאמר בלעדי אלקים ו

“Yosef Answered Pharaoh saying, it is beyond me; it is G-d 

who will respond to Pharaoh’s welfare.” Bereishis 41:16 

 The Torah is telling us that before Yosef answered Pharaoh’s question 
about his dream, he asserted that he deserved no credit for giving an 

interpretation.  “It is beyond me (said Yosef), it is G-d who will 
respond to Paraoh’s welfare”.  The Midrash comments that he gave 
credit to the true master.  It has always been the practice of righteous 

Jews not to attribute their accomplishments to themselves.  This 
behavior is found in the miracle of Chanukah itself.  The 

Chashmonaim are portrayed as mighty warriors who fearlessly fought 
the Syrian Greek armies and led the Jewish people to victory.  They 

displayed great courage and heroism.  Yet in the wording of the Al 

Hanisim prayer a different picture emerges. מסרת גבורים ביד חלשים 

You G-d delivered the mighty into the hands of the weak. 
Chashmonaim openly admitted that they were weak people, Kohanim 

who weren’t experienced in the ways of war.  Their great heroics are 
downplayed by the phrase, you delivered the mighty into the hands of 

the weak.  The righteous Chashmonaim honestly gave credit where it 

was due -- to G-d.  It was not their strength or mighty tactics that 
brought about victory but it was the hand of G-d that orchestrated the 

miracle; they were merely the players chosen to bring about the 
salvation of the Jewish people.  This idea is also mentioned in the  
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     Lighting Chanukah Candles on Erev Shabbos and Motzei Shabbos 

On Erev Shabbbos one lights the Chanukah candles before Shabbos candles, and then it has to burn for a 

half hour after צאת הכוכבים (when three medium stars appear). Therefore, on Erev Shabbos one must 

make sure that there is enough oil to burn for atleast 1 ½ hours.  If you are using candles, then they should 

be large candles (like Shabbos candles) that can burn the required amount of time.  As long as one candle 
stays lit the required amount of time, you have fulfilled your obligation.  The lighting of Chanukah 
candles is so great that even a poor person who is dependent on charity in order to survive is still required 

to borrow or sell the shirt off his back in order to fulfill this Mitzvah.   The Mitzvah of lighting the 
Menorah is so great that if a person could not afford wine for Friday night Kiddush and Chanukah 

candles then Chanukah lights take precedence because of the special quality of פרסומי ניסא (publicizing the 

miracle) and that’s true for Havdala as well.  However, if it’s a question of affording either Chanukah 
candles or Shabbos candles then Shabbos Candles would come first because of Shalom Bayis.  However, 
since nowadays the Minhag is to light indoors, we would not be sitting in the dark anyway because there 

would be illumination (for Shalom Bayis) from the Chanukah candles; therefore, if you can afford only 
one candle, Chanukah would take precedence.  Although one isn’t allowed to make use of the Chanukah 

lights, under these circumstances it’s permissible.  (Other Halacha authorities say it makes no difference 
and therefore Shabbos candles would always come first).  On Saturday night there are different opinions 

as to whether you do Havdala first or Chanukah lights.  The reason to do Havdala first is the principle of 

 that means, in selecting the sequence of two Mitzvos, the more frequent is) תדיר תדיר קודם   תדיר ושאינו

performed first).  Others say Chanukah lights come first because of פרסומי ניסא (publicizing the miracle); 
whatever your custom is, that’s fine.  However, if one does not have a specific Minhag (custom) then one 

should say Havdala first and then Chanukah lights.         

             

 

 

 words of Zechariah, the prophet in the Haftorah for Shabbos Chanukah: “Not through 

armies and not through might, but through my spirit, says G-d master of legions.” 

(Sefer- Ateres Avraham, rav Avraham Pam ZT”L)   

Wishing all of you an inspiring Shabbos, and Happy Chanukah! 

Rabbi Moshe Gruenstein 
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Classes and Events 
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 Talmud Shiur 6:30AM Mon-Fri in the Beis 
Midrash. 

 Daf Yomi with Rabbi Citron, every day after 
Shacharis. 

 Ladies Tehilim group will meet Monday 10:30 
AM  on the second floor. 

 Parsha of the week class, every Tuesday with 

Rabbi Gruenstein after Schacharis, Halacha 

and inspirational thoughts. 

 Father and Child Learning Saturday night at 
7:00PM in the social hall, sponsored this week 

by John and Yael Delgado.  

 Women Rosh Chodesh Luncheon, December 

14 at 12:00 PM. Speaker: Vivian Perez. Co-
sponsored by Miriam Greenblatt in memory of 

Miriam's mother, Poila Bas Yosef  z”l; and by 
Renee Fiss in memory of her husband Roger 

Shalom ben Nissim z”l; and by Food Art. 
Regularly scheduled Lunch and Learn will 
resume the following Monday. 

 

 Beis Midrash Night every Thursday 7:30PM-
8:30PM; with Talmudic Scholars from 

Talmudic University.  Cholent and kugel are 
served; sponsorships are welcome. 

  Classes for women by Rebbetzin Baumann 
starting Thursday December 17, 10:00AM-

12:00PM. 

 Jan. 13  --  Rabbi Dr. Aaron Rakeffet, Wed. 

evening, 8:00PM. 

 Jan. 16  --  Rabbi Elchanan Zohn, Guest 
Speaker Shabbos afternoon. 

 Jan. 20  -- Rabbi Zecharia Wallerstein, Wed. 
evening, 8:00PM. 

 Jan. 27  -- Rabbi Eli Mansour, Wed. evening, 
8:00PM. 

 Feb. 1,8,15,22,29 – Lectures on Modern 
Orthodoxy; Maxine Jacobson (Mondays). 

 Save the Date; Purim and Purim Seuda, 
Thursday March 24, 2016. 

 

 

Congregational Family and Shul News 
 Kiddush is sponsored this week by the Packer family, welcoming their sister Phyllis Franklin into 

the community. 

 Seuda Shlishis is co-sponsored by Dr. Stuart & Tova Courtney in honor of all the dedicated 
individuals who made the magnificent Shul building a reality; and Richard and Vicky Bienenfeld in 

honor of the Bat Mitzvah of  their granddaughter M.E. Bieneneld. 

 Mazel Tov to Rabbi Simeon and Rose Schreiber on the birth of a great granddaughter Zehava 
Ayelet to Rabbi Schreiber’s grandchildren, Joshua and Barrie Lev. 

.Youth Program News and Upcoming Events 
 High School teens are invited to Learning and Frozen Yogurt every Wednesday night. Please contact 

Rabbi Fried for timing and location details.  

 

 

 

If you are interested in sponsoring Kiddush or  Seuda Shlishis

please contact Stuart Harris or Yakira at (305) 866-0203
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Please submit all insertions for the Shmooze News to yakira@yicbh.org  

by Noon Thursday 
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Our Siyum on the Tanach is being postponed till Shavuos., when we will have a community wide 

celebration.  Although most of the Neviim and Kesuvim have been taken, the majority of the 

Chumash has not. Please click below to view what was taken and what is still available. 
https://s3.amazonaws.com/images.shulcloud.com/689/uploads/Classes/Tanach%20chapters.pdf 

 

Shul and Community Interest Announcements 

 New Mailing Address: Our new mailing address is : 9580 Abbot Ave, Surfside Fl 33154; 
or you can continue to use our PO Box 545985, Surfside, Fl 33154-5985. 

Shabbos/Holiday Schedule: To view the schedule please go to our website 

www.yicbh.org and click on Holidays/Shabbos Info 

E-Mail Addresses: Please use the following e-mail addresses to contact the Rabbi, Office, 

Youth Director, and Gabbaim, respectively: 
Rabbi@yicbh.org; yakira@yicbh.org; Rabbifried@yicbh.org; gabbai@yicbh.org 

 
 

 

End of Year Tax Planning 

Our Young Israel now offers the opportunity for families to directly donate appreciated stock, which 

may offer tax benefits.  Please check with your tax adviser, and if your situation warrants, please 

contact the office. 
 

We can now accept on-line donations via our shul website directly through PayPal. Please use this 
link http://www.yicbh.org/payment.php ,  or first  go to the website (www.yicbh.org) , click on 
Membership & Donation, and press Donate.  Please note, it is very important that you  indicate in the 

"payment notes" the specific donation that is being paid for (membership, kiddush, aliyah, etc.).  

Community Announcement: Rabbi Dr. Avraham Steinberg 

Rabbi Steinberg, world renowned expert on Jewish Medical Ethics, and author of Encyclopedia of 

Jewish Medical Ethics, will be speaking and answering questions at Beth Israel Cong., 770 W. 40th St., 
Miami Beach, on Monday, Dec. 14th, 7:30 – 9:00 PM.  Please send questions to airiment@aol.com. 
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